
 

 
 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY (EUREKA) CALIFORNIA 
America's Most Scenic Rural County 

 
Humboldt County is home to California’s largest redwood state park with over 160,000 acres of forest. 
With some of the most serene locations and awe-inspiring giants including the world’s tallest tree, 
Hyperion, Humboldt County is sure to take your breath away. If you’re a movie buff, famous scenes from 
movies such as the “Return of the Jedi” and “Jurassic Park: Lost World” were filmed in these forests. 
 
Over 135,000 people live in Humboldt County, including 28,000 in the city of Eureka. The 2.3 million 
acres of land in the county is known for its rural beauty, roughly 80% of which is designated recreation 
and forest land. 
 
Eureka lies in the heart of the Redwood Empire, renowned for the magnificent coastal redwoods, Sequoia 
sempervirens. These ancient wonders, remaining from the days of the dinosaur, are the tallest trees in the 
world and have played a vital role in fashioning Eureka’s rich heritage. The coastal location on Humboldt 
Bay and an abundance of lumber provided a ripe environment for the birth of this 19th century seaport 
town.  The bay is the center for commerce in Eureka and home to more than 100 fishing vessels which 
land more rockfish, Dungeness crab, salmon, shrimp and oysters than any other region in California. One 
can still capture the feeling of that era strolling along Eureka’s quaint Old Town waterfront past 
beautifully restored Victorian homes and storefronts breathing in the fresh sea air and watching boats 
returning with fresh catches of fish and crab.  
 
When finding that perfect place to live, Humboldt County is the place to set down your roots. The tepid 
climate year round allows plenty of outdoor activities for the avid hiker, biker and walker. The Eel River 
is a short distance for fishing, kayaking or tubing. The majestic beauty of the giant redwoods can’t be 
matched. Higher education is just minutes away with the esteemed Humboldt State University and 
College of the Redwoods nearby. Regional and local shopping is convenient and funky eateries are all 
close by. After all, famed chef and TV personality Guy Fieri heralds from Fortuna! 
 
Eureka offers a variety of entertainment and special events, ranging from galleries and museums to live 
theater, music festivals and shopping. With its unique location on Humboldt Bay, Eureka is surrounded 
by redwood forests and rolling green pasture lands, providing the perfect vantage point to see the 
California North Coast. The area is especially attractive to recreational and sporting enthusiasts, boasting 
some of the most exciting ocean and river fishing in the world. Escape from city life and take a leisurely 
walk along a secluded beach collecting shells and driftwood treasures or enjoy a picnic in the shade of a 
2,000 year-old redwood tree. If you’re looking for thrills, embark on a whitewater rafting expedition 
down one of the many outlying rivers or photograph a herd of wild elk in lush prairies. If fresh seafood 
tickles your fancy then sample local delicacies like cracked Dungeness Crab, King Salmon and Humboldt 
Bay Oysters. It’s all here waiting for you; welcome to your new life! 
  

 
 


